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Judgements and Tests

l. A Judgement
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23 And Avraham drew near, and said: 'Will You indeed sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? 24 Perhaps there are fifty righteous in the midst the city; will You indeed sweep
away and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are within it? 25 It would be
sacrilege to You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous
should be as the wicked. It would be sacrilege to You! Shall the Judge of all the earth not do
justly?'
26 And Hashem said: 'If | find in Sodom fifty righteous in the midst the city, then | would
spare the entire place for their sake.'

Notes and Questions

e Where is the break in Avraham’s logic as he argues with God?

e What gives him the right to make that leap of logic?

e How might an answer be found in the strange text that introduces the dialogue, a
text in which HaShem seems to be conferring with himself?

II. A Test
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1 And it came to pass after these things, and God did prove Avraham, and said to him:
'Avraham’; and he said: 'Here am |.' 2 And He said: 'Please take your son, your only son,
whom

you love, Yitzchak, and go to the land of Moriah; and bring him there for an offering upon
one of the mountains which | shall tell you."'

3 And Avraham woke up early in the morning, and he saddled his donkey, and he took two
of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt-offering,
and he rose up, and he went unto the place of which God had spoken to him.

Notes and Questions

e Why does Avraham struggle in the face of Sodom and Amora’s fate, yet remain
strangely silent in the face of Yitzchak’s

e Note rabbinic observations that inject struggle into the story of the Akeida-Only
serve to heighten the question on the Biblical text-the extent of Avraham’s struggle

e Discuss the realms of Din and Nisayon in Avraham’s life and in ours

[Il. But Why Test? Classical Responses
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Ramban: A nisayon is for the benefit of the individual being tested, such tests actualize the

individual’s potential and allows for greater reward.
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Rambam: The purpose of a nisayon is not the act itself-but that through the act, an

individual sets an example for others; teaches through example
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IV. Revolutionary Approach: The Rashbam
A. The Mystery: n'78n DTN INKX NI

e Given that the Torah generally follows chronological order...why do wee ever need
the phrase “n7Xn D"M2ATH DX 'N17?

e General answer: To connect the events

e But what’s the connection between the Akeida and the preceding event-Avraham’s
covenant with Avimelech? Chazal look askance at the covenant-but still-how is the
Akeida an appropriate response?

e Discuss Rashi’s midrashic approach

B. The Rashbam

The Radical Suggestion
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e The Rashbam reiterates the universal purpose of the phrase n7Xn DT INX NI

and offers examples

e He posits that the phrase in this case serves the same purpose...to connect the event
about to unfold to the previous event
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HaShem declares: “You were haughty (careless) with you son th obligate him in an
intergenerational brit with the likes of Avimelech; now take that son up Har
HaMoriah...and let us see what your brit will mean then!”

Course correction, realignment of priorities

Support for the Suggestion

Event immediately before the brit with Avimelech: Banishment of Yishmael and
Hagar. Sara sees what Avraham does not

Unclear sentence: 112 NTIX 7V DNNAX 2'Y2a TN 12T V' ... Which son.... Why?
Various possibilities, perhaps the Torah is vague to allow for them.

Rashi quotes N2 wan:

iNYY7 17 NNRY 7y 10191 (N2 N'WRIDL) DY DIANYT KXY YNYY:

Chazal accept the possibility that Avraham was unaware

Additional support from Avraham’s transformation in Chayei Sara: Inward turn;
family orientation




